GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

torious nations, which imagined that their victory was proof of
their democratic virtue. We probably would have failed com-
pletely but for the fact that historical destiny changed our roles.
Victors and vanquished gradually discovered themselves com-
rades in arms against the Communist peril. Step by step this
fact is changing the whole situation between Germany and the
Western world.

There are those who are embarrassed by this turn of events.
They believe it to be morally embarrassing to claim the foe of
yesterday as an ally against the foe of today who was an ally
yesterday. We ought not to be too embarrassed if we recognize
certain facts about human history in general and about our
Western history in particular.

i. If we are certain that Western civilization must be de-
fended against both the Fascist and the Communist tyrannies,
there is no reason why we should allow some abstract logic to
prevent us from meeting the exigencies of history as they arise.

a. This sudden turn of events might well remind us that the
virtues and vices of nations have a shorter run in history than
they imagine in their pride. Just nations usually cover them-
selves with injustice in the hour of their victory. We cannot
deny that one of the greatest hazards to German health today,
the problem of the nine million expellees, was created by our
acquiescence in an act of injustice. We must not imagine that
Germany is now a healthy nation, for there are many moral and
spiritual vestiges of the ills and vices in her life which brought
about her disaster. She is, on the other hand, a more resolute
opponent of tyranny than any other European nation, partly
because experience under one tyranny and close juxtaposition
to another have left her with few illusions.

3. We may be grateful that bitter necessity has taught us the
limits of punishment in redeeming a nation. If left to ourselves,
we would have tried to redeem Germany by various forms of re-
strictions, some of which would not have been without justifica-
tion in view of her past sins. Nevertheless, punishment has only
a limited efficacy. The redemptive force in the life of nations is
community. Germany required above all to be drawn back into
the community of nations, to overcome her spiritual isolation

Ul